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on the surface the four chosen plays written by Arthur Schnitzler between

1891 and 1901 seem a rather mixed bag・ The short plays舵好物s亡One

(Halbzwei,1894) and The軽te庇a‘肋n馴(Die 。berspamte Person, 1894)

were first published in the two magazines一,Die Gesellschaft,一and
・一Simplizissimus" respectively and perfomed in tandem at the '一Deutsches

v。Iksthe。ter・・ in Viema on March 29th, 1932. Ljfe脇,U胸tters (Literatur,

1901) is one of four plays belonging to the cycle entitled ’一」ebendige

stunden一・ and was orlgmally performed in the一一Deutsches Theater一一, Berlin

in 1904. Cbm布庇毎g杓鵬(Das椎rchen, 1891) is an abridged and adapted

version of Schnitzler,s first fu旧ength play - also staged at the '一Deutsches

丁heater” in Vienna.

丁he selection is not arbitrary, however. The plays are held together by a

common theme which is present in most of Schnitzler,s other work but not

dealt with as specifically as in the four chosen pleCeS: the sexual, SOCial

and artistic choices (or rather lack of choice) which all women ’

independent of social status and age - Were faced with in the male

dominated so。ety of tum-Of-the-Century Viema. This is no=o say that all

men portrayed in these plays are dislikable male chauvinists and all women

helpless victims - Schnitzler was not that kind of one・Sided ,socio-POlitical’

writer - but the plays certainly all contain a sometimes light hearted but

often passionate plea for the acceptance of women as equal partners.

丁he overa冊tle for this production is taken from Charles Kingsley’s ’’丁he

丁hree円shers’一
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And亡厄s○○碓「椿oue車種s○○雌「 tO S庭e申’’

川a楯岡昭をe Fb鱒g肌
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