


A crew ofpatchcs) rude mechanicals

That work for bread upon Athenian staHsJ

Were met togethcr to rchcarse a play
工ntended for great Theseus) nuptial-day・

弼脇鯛弱蕪卸杭



Dan量on’s Death

by Geoがg B鵡chneが

in a n㊧脚書r鋪§書輔on by Pe竜er C抽stian

adapted fo「軸s pro軸亀抽en by

醐arg観聴抽e就職d抽畠鋪輔腎o聡y抽盆nd Peter Chr昌sti舗

Pro軸Ced and舶ec軸申y朋argarethe軍orsy抽

丁he Rude Mechanic盆きs

Patrons Edwin H Cox JP’Joan Forsyth, SusanJenkinson, HanneIore

SagebieI

Ar電離c Direc書or Margarethe Forsyth

Adminis抽鰯電Or Denise Me帖on

PubIicity月面ector Peter Christian

師o抽Ction朋anager Sam Featherston

It was through companies臨e Shakespea「e,s `crew of patches, rude

meChanicais|n A研dsummer Night,s Dream - Bottom the Weaver, Snug the

Joiner, Quince the Carplenter, e‡c - that the English theatre first came to

Ge柵any・ One of the ea帥est successfui German comedies, Peter Squenz

(Peter Qul而ce), WaS based on Shakespeare・s rough-and-ready crew, The

朝地㊧朋echa師eals of i987 ㊤We their existence to patrons, S胴胎r両heir

generOSity to Shakespeare,s軸e由an Duke - the German Embassy, the

G㊤ethe咽輔e, and many private individuals - and arecomm航ed overthe

COming years to presenting estabIished ciassics of the German theatre in a

form accessibIe to English audiences, uSing, Where necessary, SPeCiaIly

COmmissioned translations.

Dantonis Death is the second of these productions占O=ow-ng Goethe,s Faust

Part l which was first presented at the Young Vic Studio in March 1986and

revived in January 1987.
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Legendre
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First Citizen
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Lighting Design Sebastian Ha=

Assistant to the Director Julian Forsyth

§et Cons師etlen Barry Lawrence・ Sam Fea抽erston, Thomas Gruber, Jeff

田鶴dson

離盆艶朋甜盆geがThomas Gruber

assisted by Louise Harrop

髄g輔弼OPerated by Sam Featherston

捌s結and So鴫$ Chosen and arrangec! by Juiian Forsyth and Max Burrows

P⑱S鳴『 Design John Jenkins

Si重囲軸軸ing Ju睦n Lesage

P晦等㌍a㈱珊e Ted Cox and Chris軸e Keeier

師⑱g贈胴隔e胴鵬tratio鵬Matthew Brown

師i曲喝David Samueis and Co, Clerkenwe!旧oad

eo$地平㊧§ made by Caroi Aggett (韓obespierre, Danton), Annet七㊧ Wagner

(Lac矧x9 St Just〉, Jemy Wood (出e胞輔, Herman), C輔shane Vierthaler

(Cam帥e〉, Sue Jenkins (LafIotte), Denise Me帖on and Dagmar Kraus (J両e,

Luci軌Louise Harrop (Thomas Paine)膏胴a Me旧on (Legendre〉, Permi G掴

(Fouquier), F3achel S弛chbury (Simon’s wifeL Amanda WoIzak (Marion),

Katharina Friedmann (Adeiaide), Ruth Froese (SerVant maid)



-朗ogra帥雪e$

D貧nieife AIl袖(Marion〉 did severai Youth Theatre productions at the OId Vic

〈inc山ding Po=y in’`The Beggar’s Opera’), andtheCockpit (including Maisie in
`The Boy Friend’), and threeyears training and the London AcademyofMusic

and Dramatic Art。 Her work has inc山ded 6 months子eP at the- NewcastIe

PIayhou、Se (incluqing Susan in `The申On, the Witch and the Wardrobe7), 3

months national tbur with Major Road Theatre Company, Gila-in ’Not Q申te

Jerusalem’at the Torch Theatre, M冊ord Haven; and in London RoseT「elawny

in `Trelawny of the We=s’and Belisa in ’TheLoveof Don~Pe冊mpIinand Be=sa’

(Lprca).

-ain Arms章rong (Lacroix〉 has a wide range oftheatreexperjence incIuding the

West End, Chichester, reP at Northampton, Chester, St Andrew’s and

Peterborough’and With the Temba Theatre Company・ Recent work jncludes

Vladimir in `Waiting for Godot’at the Edinburgh Festiyal言Traps’by Caryl

Church冊at the Rosemary Branch IsIington, and GOd in乍aust’for rhe Rude

Mechanica/S at the Young Vic Studio. His teIevision work includes Jonathan

M冊er’s BBC `King Lear’, DonTayIor’s `A LastVisito「forMrHugh Peter’, `Robin

Of SherwOod’and `DoctorWho’, and hisfiIms’Dracu書a’, `HawktheSIayer’, `The

SWordsman,, `Spy Story’, `A Cbuntry Doctbr, and `Number one of the Secret

Service’.

And「ew Barrow (Cam掴e, Desmoulins〉 trained at the‘ Webber DougIas

Academy where roies incIuded Peter Quince in `A Midsリmmer NightもDream’

and Leslie W冊ams in `丁he Hostage,. His‘theatre高ork includes vaIehti’n in

Goethe’s `Faust’for The Rude MechanicaIs, Cac争mbo in Voltaire’s :Candide’at

th6 Edihburgh Fringe FestivaI, and a nationa十tour of鞠ng Lear, wjth周igeI

Davenport. 1n 1985-86 he was Diredtor of the Young Vic Youth Workshop.

Max Burfows JLegendre, B紺aud) read Drama at Bristo川niversity and+has

WOrked consistently on the London and EdinblIrgh Fringe, P」ayir!g lead roIes

in `The Revenger’s Tragedy’and `Tis Pity she’s a Whore’. His work for the

EngIish Touring Company includes Karenin in ‘Anna Karenina’, Tybalt in
`Romeo and Jし川et,, MrTumnus in‘‘The Lion. the“Witch and the Wardrobe’and

Ow=n　書Winnie the Pooh’. He played Frosch in ’Faust’ for rhe Rude

Mechanica穂and recentty appeared agaln in the Young Vic Studio in

Wedekind’s `Spring Awakehing’.

Steven Dykes (Danton) studied Drama at Goldsmiths’College and since

graduating Iast year has appeared in_ `Mr Munbylトby L?oTard H肝On `the

Edinburgh Fringe and wjth the New Cross Theatre Company as Bernie in
`Sexual Perversity in Chicago’and Nick in `TheWoods’′(both David Mamet), aS

Richard in Shakespeare’s `Richard冊’and in ’Lunch’bySteven Berkoff. He has

just played Brander and a Gargoyle in Goethe,s `Faust’for T毎月ude

Mechanica/S.

Sam Featherston (Lighting〉章by day a teacher of English to foreign students, is

Production Manager and founder member of rhe Rude Mechanica応, and has

PreviousIy bu冊sets and propsforseveral productions at Go[dsmiths’CoIIege,

New Cross.
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Bar夢y　しawrence (Set Construction〉 is a teacher of Craft, Design and

TechnoIogyand agraduateofGoldsmiths’Co=ege, NewCross. Hebu冊much

Of the sets and props for The Rude Me,Chanica/S’production of `Faust’.

He書en Mackenzie (AdeIaide〉 trained a=he Webber Douglas Academy. 1n

add輔on to appearing in `Faust’she has played Juliet in `Romeo and Jし掴et’at

the Pendley Open Air ShakeSpeare Festival, directed by the書ate Dorian

W冊ams OBE. She aIso directedトand tutored at the Young Vic Ybuth Theatre

for 6 months, and worked at the 1985巨dinburghfestival w軸the Eng持sh

Touring Company’s successful production of Voltaire’s `Candide’.

Des McAleer (Robespjerre, D帥On〉 began acting with the Lyric Theatre,

BeIfast in 1975. His many roIe§ノWith that company incIudethe Shakespearian

heroes Brutus, CaIiban, Hotspur and Bottom。 He played Teiresias in the Fie「d

Day Company’s adaptation of ’Antigone’, and has worked with the Druid

Theatre Company. He came to Englland in 1985 and has worked with the

Cambridge Touring Company. FiIm work includes Mike Leigh’s `4 Days in

Jully’and Pat Murphy’s `Anne Dev冊.’TV work includes Graham Reid’s`Outof

Tune’(BBC2〉 and the recentIy banned BBC seria上Crossfire’.



in English and German at the University of訓angen’and then taug

years at the University of London, GoIdsmiths, Co=ege. Her prod

抽さian軸rSy抽(Thomas Paine, Barere) has pねyed both Faust and more

「e鴇軸y Mep軸stopheles in rhe Rude MechanicaIs′ production of ・Faust,. He

taug輔at酬angen U轟versity in West Germany before training atthe Webber

諺㊤ugi盆s Academy a瞳has since acted and sung i両eading regIOnaI reps

圃rm南gham・醐n出ur卸, Y㊤rk and many others) in a wide variety of roles

incIuding AIgernon in `The而portance of Being Earnest・, Chapuys in `A Man

fo「 a" Season§’! and Finch McComas in ・You Never Can Te旧He hastoured

With輔s one man show on the German poet Heinrich Heine, Which inc恒des

SOngS by Schubert and Schumann.

Ma「garethe Forsy軸(Director) was born in Nuremberg and brought up in

Germany, the US卸d Et輔opla, Where she experienced the death-throes of

Ha=e SeIassie’s reg輔e before the 1974 Revo亜ion. Shegraduatedwithan MA

ht fo「4

uctions

incIude `The Life of Ga剛eo’, `Spring Awakening’言The Visit’言As You Like肝

and Goethe’s `Faust’Par川n theYoungVicStudio. Sheisc冊e軸ywr融ng her

PhD on posトWar German productions of Goethe’Sch紺er and Lessing.

Sean Gilder 〈First Citizen, LafIotte) studied Modem History at London

Universfty before training at the Webber DougIas Academy. Roles have
included Botto町R㊤meO and Edmond, and Aston in `The Caretaker,. He has

WOrked as a c輔dren’s entertainer and Commedia de帖Arte pe「former for a

面ni opera festival at St Marti両n-the-Fields,. After `Danton,s Death’he w紺

appear at Derby Playhouse in a new pIay entitled My Dad,s a Nero,。 He also

enjOyS directing and writing and is currentIy finishing his first fu旧ength play.

Tim Goodwin (Simon’Fouquier〉 has worked variousIy as a saIesman, O冊g

englneer, local government officer and photographer. His stage experience

COmeS from variety書muSic ha=, COmedy and community theatre in the East

End. Tim works as a cIown and is a founder member of the National Street

Theatre. Most recentIy he appeared as Puck in CompIete Works‥Midsummer

Night’s Soap Opera’.

Thomas Grube「 (Stage Manager) has　航　or stage managed severaI

PrOductions (`As You Like It’言Faust’, `Arms and the Man’言The Rea冊spector

Hound’)’at the University of Erlangen, West Germany, Goldsmiths, CoIlege

London・ and for The Rude Mechanica/S at the Young Vic.

John Jenkins (Designer) is a graduate of抽e University of WaIes at

Aberystwyth VisuaI Art Department’Where he nowteaches. He has designed a

number of productions for Fringe companies inc山ding `Dracu!a’言The Dumb

Waiter’・ `Candide’, `Three Brothers’, `Medea’and `P輔octetes,. Most recently

he did the "ghting design for `Faust’.

JuIiaJosephs (J両e Danton) played Gretche由n Goethe’s `Faus門or The #ude

Mechanica/S・ She is a graduateofDurham曲iversityand拒a由edat掘e D胎ma

Studio’London. Hertheatre credits inciude seasons a蝿ristoI Oi弼i3,巨xeter,

the Young Vic’Southwold, St George,s and the Gate, Latchme縄. She p-ayed

the lead gir=n `Mr Cinders’and Maria in `School forScandaI, atthe Dukeof

York’s’and recently finished a nationa=our with the New Vic Company,

Pfaying Cora in `The Last of the Mohicans’. TV inciudes Dap軸e Jordah in
’Strangers and Brothers’(BBC2) and the fi血`Real Life,.



Georg〈

Georg Buc

1835 at theiage of 21・ His personaI circumstances at the time were farfrom

COmfortabI宇: he was in imminent danger of arrestfor his po冊caI writings and

嵩,鵠轟藍器藍豊豊豊露盤器盤r黒幕
RevoIution; and wi担しutionarypoIitics ingene「al. Hewasborn in 1813into

a medicaI fami[y in GoddeIau in the Grand Duchyof Hesse-Darmstadt, andas

a ch冊hく可d about the RevoIution from his father,sarmy stories and reading

aloud to the family. As he grew up he developed apassionfo両teratureandan

equal pa〔申On for Iiberty. Leaving schooI at 18 to study medicine in

Strasbourg; he found a =beraI city influenced by the republican ideaIs of the

French Revolution. While he was a keen and gifted student, devotinもmuch

time to his「Studies’he aIso began to take an active and energetic part in

POIiticaI debate. In Strasbourg, tOO, he met his future fiancee, Minna Jaegle,
the daught争v of the pastor in whose house he Iodged.

Returning t・o Germany in 1833’tO COmPIete his studies at the University of

譜罰許諾常盤需m譜霊霊諾岩盤霊書誌霊
COnStitutio申a=owed few civil rights. He threw himseif into poIiticaI activity,

founding the d∩derground `Society for Human Rights,, dedicated to the

PO=ticaI e剛ightenment of the peopIe. He also wrotea revoIutionary pamphIet,

Der Hessische Landbote (The Hessian Courier〉　which, Prefaced by

instruction§ on! how to avoid being punished for reading it, CaIIed on the

Hessian pe争Santry tO aCknowledge their Iack of rights and their economic

SerVitude tothe nob冊y’and to be prepared to rise upwhen a Ieaderappeared.

The pamph卑WaS Printed in Juしy 1834 and distributed through various liberal

Organizatio

B髄Ch門e『 and Da調書On,s Dea抽

ner wrote Dantonb Death in five weeks in January and February

S・ but was handed into the police by peasants afraid of being

found in pqssessjon of such inflammatory materiaI. After a tip-Off the po=ce

arrested ohe of Buchner’s friends with 150 copies, Which Ied to a search of

Bdchner’s l,Odg申gs. Fortunately, nOthing was found to incriminate him, and

When the諒versity term was over he returned to his parents’house in

Darmstadt;where he devoted himseIf anew to the `Society for Human Bights,.

On his return he began researching the French Revolution in earnest, and in

January 18

1ook-Out, h-

Wh=e he w
friends wh

time. On February 21st he sent the compIeted manuscrjpt to the critic Karl

Gutzkow, Who arranged for its pubIication, and on March 9th he fled to

Strasbourg.’The expected warrant for his arrest was issued on June 13th, ln

ex=e, hegaYe uPlhis po=tical activity. Instead’hedevoted himselfenergetica=y

to anatomiQaI research・ Which Iedtoa Iectureshipatthe UniversityofZ軸ch in

1836, and tO ljterature.

In Strasbo
“Woyzeck’,

CareerS Wh

1837, PrOb

5霊Writing secretIy in his father,s laboratory with his brother as

began work on Dantonb Death.

S Writing it’he was twice summoned to appear as a witness for

had been arrested, and his own arrest seemed onIy a matter of

g h:e wrote two further plays, the comedy `Leonce und Lena’and

ndIthe narrative(`Lenz,. But the br冊ant academic and lite「ary

h seemed to Iie before him weresoon cutshorL On February9th

bIy‘ Weakened by overwork and leavIng `Woyzeck’and ・Lenz,

unfinished,Buchner died of typhus.
/
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醐kki朋銭諺のr冒盆n (Sim㊤n’s Wife) trained at Rose Brufo「dandstudied mimewith

M歳rcei Ma「ce盆u in Paris. She has appeared in regiona圧ep 〈eg Birmingham,

Leeds, N㊧WCaS柚e, Cotohester, Scarborough〉 in avarietyofpiaysand musicaIs

incfuding C㊤ie Porte「’s`Any軸ng Goes,, `Cowardy Custard’,言SaIad Days,, `The

諺oyfriend’and six A!an Ayckbourn pIays. Recent appearances include The

潮tch and Martha SchwerdtIein in `Faust, and three Feydeau farces at the

Canterbury Festiva上As the writer MicheIle Magorian she won the Guardian

Ch欄ren’s Fiction Prize forthe first of herthree noveIs `Goodnight, Mr Tom’,

Which she is currently reworking as a musical.

Pa書ricia Martine輔(山CiIe DesmouIins) studied Fine Art beforetraining atthe

Academy of Live and Recorded Arts. She has been in numerous fringe

PrOductions, Playing Lieschen in `Faust’, SmeraIdina in ’The Servant of Two
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Goldoni’s　`The Good-Humoured Ladies’〉, and the Horseshoe Theatre

Company. He has appeared in various fringe productions (PreViously at the

Young Vic Studio in ’Trapping theAnteIope’〉 and hastoured Norwaywith the
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Heaven in plays incIuding `The Risk’(atwo-hander〉 andtitleroIes in `Macbeth’
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醸舗軸の踊夢㊨田㊧観官師盆師範踊㊧酢e粥㊨師配ev㊨旺朋酉⑱輔

甘輌㊧耗自書⑱f the朋〇両盆がc打y

When the Fre門Ch Revo輔i①n began with the storming ofthe BastilIe on Ju!y

14th 1879言t was the response ofthe popuIaceto the fa冊reofLouisXV! and

his ministers to so!ve France’s economic problems and heed thegrievancesof

the peop!e. By 1791, Louis had been forcec! to renounce absolute power in

fav⑱ur Of a Cons据utionaI Monarchy under a newIy formed Legislative

AssembIy, W柚ch putpowerfir面y inthe handsofthemiddlecIasses. However,

C㊤ntinued fa唖re to soIve the problems facing the country gave rise to a

SeCOnd revoil璃On On lOth August 1792, WhentheParismobdeposedtheKing

in the storm面g ofthe Tu‖eries. In the fo=owing months, eIections were held

for a new assemb廟the National Convention, Whose first act, On September

22nc=792, WaS tO ab⑱ifeh the monarchy and procIaim帥e repubiic.

甘面罵韓e摩地軸c

丁he new鞘epu軸c w怨s f盆r軒om胴ified and鴨rmonieus。 The upheavaI and

h㊧観dy砥e観ifem ㊤出のvo亜ien had given aim㊤St eVery grO坤in French soeiety

the h⑱Pe抽at抽e Revoi曲⑱n WOuld be抽eve輔Cle for its aspirations, Whereas

抽ere wa$ Ve『y闇Ie h⑱Pe㊥f refo胴s which would s盆tisfy both urban and rura!

interests,赴㊧紳輔e dev㊨ut and the rationa睦官S, both those who lemented the

fa= of抽e mの醒rC中y and those who demanded the King’s execution. ln the

Conventi㊤n　抽es㊧　SP=七s were expressed in the opposition and indeed

animosity between the moderate Girondists and the more radical Jacobins.

The first nine mo師hsof抽e Republicwere marked byfactionaldisputesinthe

Convention, W輔groups trying to discredit, OutmanOeuVre Ortake advantage

Ofthe others, and a consequent fa=uretosoiveanyoftheeconomicand sociaI

PrObIems that had given rise to the Revolution.
Tostartwith, the Girondists (帥Ough nota ruling party in the modern sense-

they had no majority in the Conventiop or monopoIy of govemment posts)

heId the upper hand, OCCuPylng the maln ministries, aS they had doneunder

the Consitutional Monarchy. However, thei「 first defeat at the hands of the

Jacobins was no=ong ln COming, When theJacobinssucceeded ingettingthe

Convention to vote forthe King’s execution, Which most Girondists opposed.

The Girondists were quite unable to so「ve the economic crisis, and their

moderate po=cies seemed to-many tO mean tOlerating the enemies of the

revolution, Whether they were the roya=sts and counter叶eVOiutionaries or

merchants taking advantage of food shortages・ lnstead, they tried to retain

POPular support by decIaring war on neighbouring states, hoping tha=he
French peopIe would forget their hardship in a wave of patriotic enthusiasm.

By March 1793, France was at war, at Ieast in principさe, W軸Austria, Britain,

Ho‖and, Prussia and Spain, nOt tO mention the war against the counter-

revolutionaries on its own so仕

丁he Rise oI the Jacobins

An important extra-ParIiamentary group were the radical sansencu/O押eS, a

highさy po=ticized upper working cIass, Who had been atthe forefront of every

insurrection in the capitaI. Although no poIiticaI groups in the Convention

COuld take theirsupport for granted, nO grOuP COuld expecttosurvivewithout

it. This support turned out to be crucial to the success of the Jacobins。



By May 1793’See緬g輔e need fora u輔ed gov箆mmentto taketo鴫h鵬aSureS

to deaI w柵the fa剛re o障「ench armies and抽e hards轟p of軸e peo軸e in拙e

face of細od §h㊤r胞geS a融rising p彊e§吉he Jacobins鴎扇ded toeIimin盆te璃e

Girondists from輔e Cove軸on. The Jacobin c鋤p d$Efa"ook p嶋賭e be師een

軸ay 31st鍋d融ne 2融叩93裏When the s盆n§「Culot鳴s証cited by胸eJacobi鵬,

forced a large棚m出erof掘蜜錦rondist deputiesfrom掘e National Co珊ention.

in e鵬ct t輔s鵬s a拙rd rev〔加珪ion, nO騨aga師et an eIected but mede融e

government, and it mark$油a begi柵ing of t鴨J盆cobin dic軸orshi陣

丁観e丁轡rror

The success of the J患cobin dic舶t帥軸p d印e融管d on鵬細棚y to get cont「o書

o時o睦y out of t鵬h紬ds o欄e鵬tionat Co踊e繭on・章and掘e me蜜ns ofdoing

SO WaS the CQmmittee of Pu闘C Safety・ This had bee調Set岬before拙e

Jacobin coup, as an eXeCuti鴨body subject to the Conve繭On, and at firstwas

not unde「 excIusive Jacobin contr鉦However事aS 179塞wore on, its 12 seats

Were increasingIy taken up by J窺co闘ns su軸as Couthon, St Just and

寓obespierre書the unof触a用酪der of the Jacobins. Gradua母the Convention

鵬S PerSuaded to vote the Committee more and more powers工面CreaSing its

independenc唇・ Although the Committee of Pu軸e Safety was orig由a時re-

eIected monthIy by the Co踊ention’from S印tember 1793 i掴/ad f軸Iega!

autonomy, a囲Ointing鵬㊤Wn me鵬bers, and in October it declared an

eme喝ency Revo亜ionary Gover早m鍋t which suspended the Constitution

串ntiI peace,. Given the severe probe血S Of food sho「tage, War and sporadic

Ci湘wa「, there was so-me軸ng to be said for such drastic measures. But with

abso亜eIy no Iega‡ or constituticma塙hecks on抽e revo山繭Onary ZeaI of胸e

Committee, this is usua時regarded as璃e sart of the most repressive stage of

the Revolution, the Te「ror.

By December 1793 the Co踊ention was forced to pass fa鵬giving掘e

Commit鳴e of Pu据c Safety abso妃te co融rol over a鵡Oth斬adm繭strative

bodies and叩b=c o綱c軸s in Franee’th「o喝h a $y耕em Of穏gentS Who reported

to the Ccmmittee every lO days“ The Law of S鵬pec鴇再議SSed in September

1793’劉OWed the Committee鍋d i晦a押O軸ee§ tO arreSt and try anyone on

mere sus即鞘O乱The Revo比良鍋ary T鵬脚叫y set岬恥Danton in Marc旧793

to try the郎e繭es of the R餅O融ie叫的調d鵬ted trials which soo両OSt a描

きem闘観鵬e o掴ega時as軸e Com雨龍ee of Pu輔c Safety nominated judges

and jury,翻d the ve地軸s鵬re reduced to acqu鵬at or death.油evitab書ythe

同umBer扇帥OSe eⅩeC暁ed o再mpriso鵬d, O範en e摘r轟arb’itrar時rose to

櫨岬「eC箆嶺程調鴫技手幡鳴h終章

Howeve「膏y the end of 1793, t睦Jaco露ins鵬re again under th「eat. The

a摘rChistic H細a繭st Party, Jac軸n extrem繭s, SuCCeeded in arousing

pepu幅r support by attack繭g抽e Jacobins as tGO mOderate in thei「 economic

measures・ And the Jac㊦bins we「e in fact forced to pa$S neWeCdno面cはwsto

PaCify the sans農Culottes after an insurrection両Sep鳴mber. Since the sa鵬-

Culo鵬s were the on母group who courd碑se a rea吊hreat to Jacobin

dictators輔p - the Terro「 cou!d do輔Ie against m謎sthsurre軸On Of靖s own

majo「 supporters, per彊ularIy if suppo鵬d by a strong s翻S岬軸o耽es army -

in Decemberthe main H舎bertists were arrested‖lt is their execし摘①n On M盆rch

24th 1794吉ePO鵬d by Cam掴e鍋d Lacroix in the second scene of軸chner’s

P胞y, W輔ch marks the p輔ticaI¥ Starting point of Danto塙D鉾緬。



Georges Danton

Danton, One Ofthe greatfigures ofthe Revo!ution, Started out in po冊csinthe

rev⑱lし由onary Co「de=er C山b, and stands out from his contempora両es as

be由g radica=n his ideaIs but qし亜e p「epared to se抽e for something more

moder鎧te if it was workabきe.

Danton the Radica容

He f帝st came to powerasa representativeof radical revolution, inthe period of

ConstitutionaI Monarchy, When he was appointed Minister of Justice in

August 1792 t㊤ aPPeaSe the sans-CuIottes after the storming of the Tu=eries.

He was a founder member both of the National Convention and of the

Committee ㊤f Pub=c Safety. That he could be quite as ruthless as any other

Jacobin when the occasion arose言S Shown by his role in the September

Massacres of 1792, When the sans-Culottes invaded the prISOnS and

Slaughtered RoyaIist prisoners. Danton, aS Ministerof Justice, either a=owed

軸s to take place (Wh=e saving some of his friends), Or aCtua=y organized it.

Buchnertakes the latterview and has Danton haunted bythe memoryofthose

k剛ed at his instigation,

Nonetheless Danton was a good deal more human than many of his fe=ow

Jacobins, and consistehtly favoured compromise, OnIy resorting to radicaI

measures when they were poIitical necessities, Or When his own po=tical

SurVival depended on it. He aIso seems to have been something of an

OPPOrtunist and was invoIved in a number of shady financial deals while in

Office。 He undoubtedly took bribes, yet remained uncompromised. As one

historian put it, those who bribed him did not get va山e for money,

Danton the Moderate

During the latter part of i793 Danton seems to have become increasingly

dis紺usioned with the repressive measures of the Terror, and at the same time

more concerned with his own private affairs. Returnlng tO Paris towards the

end of 1793, aftera period of convaIescence at hiscountry home, hefoundthe

growing moderate opposition of simiIarly dis冊sioned Jacobins, nOtably

Cam掴e-Desmoulins, H6rau臣S色che=es and Lacroix, lookingto himfora Iead.

As a man of great charisma, a POWerful orator, POPular withthesans-Culottes,

and the sort of politician who might getthe moderate deputies to support him

against Robespierre, his new position, however reiuctant, at the head of

moderate opposition posed a new and pressing threatto Robespierre and the

Committee of Public Safety.

The TriaI and Execution of Danton and his foIIowers

Dantonb Death recounts the story of the last = days of Danton’s冊e fairly

accurately. Danton seemsto have been unw冊ng to take any action,COunting

On COmPrOmise, believing that his contribution to the Revolution made him

invulnerabIe, and that his popufa「ity with the people made him dangerousto

attack. However, PerSuaded by his fo=owers to meet RobespIerre, he was

unableto save the situation. After his fai高re to do so, the CommitteeofPub=c

Safetyandtheother Committees decided to have him arrested・ Hewaswarned

by friends and offered a placeof refuge, and spent much ofSunday March 30th

Wandering around Paris trying to decide whether to fIee or remain. He

remained, knowlng that he risked almost certain death , and was arrested that

night, aS Were three of his fo=owers, and a= were taken to the Luxembourg
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With Danton

in the pfay,

followers a f

Prison. The notificatIOn Of hisarrestcaused uproa「in the Convention next day.

Between 2nd and 5th Ap叫there were three hearings in the Revo-utionary

Tribuna=or Danton and his fo=owers. In spite of the fact that he was tried
along with forgers and specuIators’that his accusers never appeared and he

WaS denied witnesses, Danton,s oratory and personality aImost turned the

tide〃　However, a yOung Prisoner named 」aflotte revealed a counter_

revo冊Onary P書ot by General D用on in which Danton, CertainIy without his

knowledge, WaS impIicated. This seaIed his fate・ The third hear-ng began at

8.30 on the mornIng Of ApriI 5th 1794, and by dusk that afternoon Cam用e,

H6rault’Lacroix and Danton had been gu用otined.

Danton’s Dea抽and `Da軸on9s秒eat肝

Not onIy aretheeve鵬Of Bdehner,s play historjca叩yaccurate, but manyofthe

PO圃cal speeches, aPhorisms and sIogar梅were taken by B由ohner from

historicaisources・南particuIar, Danton,s res喝nation to his fate and even

eagemess for death’Which might seem a poet,s invention, are hjstoricaIly

盆ttested’aS are a number of Danton,s key statements. ln fact most of the

Characters in the play are historical pe「sonages -theexceptions are Simon,

his wife and thethreewhores -and act at !east consiste柚y with their known

Charcters9 though of course a!most a旧he personal materia。n thespeeches is

Bdehner,s invention. However E3dehner, though genera。y very accurate in his

Picture of eventsうdid make some c㊥nSCious changes of historical deta旧or

dramatic purposes・鵬ra埴-S台che帖es, fo「 example, Who went to the scaffoid

WaS両盆ct arresteci at thesametimeasthe Hebertistsand not, aS

ust before Da雨On・ In the play, BuchnergIVeS Danton and his

naI nightand thefoきIowing day In PrISOn tO POnderon theirfate

after they have been condemed, Whereas they were in fact sentenced and

gu紺otined on the same day, aCCOrding to usuaI practi¥Ce. Buchner has aIso

Changed the fates of the two wives・ Although Luc用e,s cry of `Long Live the

King’is attested, itwas the prlSOn PIot which was actuaIlythe reason for her

arreSt; and’unrOmanticaIly, Danton’s wife (in rea旧y ca帖ed Louise), did not

COmmit suicide but survived the RevoIution to mar「y an aristocra=n factshe

WaS S帥aIive when Buchner wrote her death scene.

After Danton,s Death

Louise Danton and Thomas Paine werethe only characters in B。chner,s pIay

tO COme Out Ofthe Revolution reIatively unscathed. Withinthe nextyear, a旧he

Otherhistorical charactersa=ve at the end ofthe pIay haseitherbeenexiledto

the coIonies or言n most cases’gu用otined. The pu帥c prosecutor, Fouquet-

Tinv掴e, WaS the fast man condemned to the gu紺otine by the BevoIutionary

Tribunal beforeitwasdissoIved in May 1795. In particuIar, Danton’sprediction

that RobespIerre WOuld share his fate within 6 monthswastocometruewithin

three・ Robesplerre,s execution on‾28th JuIy 1794 marked the end of Jacobin

ruIe and the end of the Terror.

Peter Christian

Peter Christian (TransIator) studied Modern and Medieval Languages at

Cambridge and more medieva。anguages atthe Universityof Marburg, before

undertaking postgraduate research on the ‘Tristan, of Gottfried von

Strassburg〃 Having taught medievaI Germa両terature and German philoIogy

at Cambridge and a numbe子of London col-eges・ he is curre刷y Lecturer in

German at Goldsmiths, CoIlege in the University of London. He isco-inventor
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Notes on抽e T「ans看ation and Adaptation

The central problem in offering a new transIattion of `Danton’s Death’is to

makethe historical references ofthe play clearwithoutturning itintoa Iectu「e

On French history・ B出Chner,s characters speak t㊤ eaCh other naturaiistica=y’

as to peop!ewh⑱ knowas much aboutthe French Revoluti㊦n aS抽eydo・ T輔s

is pa抽y the g贈程t strength ㊤fthe p!ayo lt is about a real revoll雨On’anCi these

references g!Ve O鵬a SenSe Of a rich and reaI worid beyond抽e stage, a

mし亜印City of ide観s, factio鵬and events neversho騨n, but w師軸m㊤tiv盆te the

∈病後胎c鳴rs盆門嶺㊧由C油観te抽㊧ir s軸鋭畠の恥B由f〇㌢恥O旧師St⑱r室盆鵬, Who師ow

甲㊨面程輔の由y 」〇両S※潮,抽eS弛r醐門g ㊤f抽e Bas紬ea門出鞘⑱bes即敏賠e,曲s言sa

$庇鵜竜観曲盆さb程面e再㊤踊ders抽嗣d面g.

抽紬C軸鴫軸$即⑱闘e町痢睦青函的弛re即⑱個鵬e軸程t軸軸鵬rS冠y霊鶴

亀c鍋ra矧y程S師S$圃e吊れ餅のs軸v鋪t⑱ aVOid c舶te両g掘e官extw輔車婚SS盆鮮S

㊤官のX副翻程暁門⑱棚軸門ga朋繭の晒帽章糖㊧軸eS面軸i軸抽e銅鏡胎c鳴脂由㊧画調y

e※画程前t㊤ e翁Ch ㊤抽e『 w師at is g⑱i鴫㊦n. T睦t i$,冊盆ve preferr㊧d to a蝕即wha官

醐C軸e『 h程sac抽羞油yw輔ten吉a抽e繭抽急n write new materiaき両軸軸i(珊Of師$

S鋤e.師oneo再WOC飾㊧S再has been鵬cessaryto ad個an ex帝asen±enee, b融

m㊤St各y the能治郎盆油en h程$ invch稽d m盆k涌g r㊧fe贈nces less訓鵬ive anci m㊤re

餅嘩iic亘t.

B甑C軸㊧骨髄V㊧r S程W諺舗ton’s D㊧観th perf①rmed, and so was never able t⑱

a輔recia鳴抽㊧ S竜ag油g即o酬ems it pres鋼ts. The numbe『and v鋭riety of scene

軸盆n蟹e$脂印ire勘⑬範e輔or ⑱由y a軸ef s粥ne,鳴n輔㊤ SIow軸の副ay down, a

替娼繭蝕臆貯即㊤酬㊧醐面抽㊧ S粥の鵬圃f wh舗eVe鵬S円①u地軸g程抽er面g
醐獅醐融耐糊抽脚即怨鍋鋪鴫轡㊨高鍋ce㊤f抽ea帝e証言s iss①me宜輔門g盆y㊤踊g

珊鯛の字訓漸輔弼師$音i繭朝鮮珊晦曲れ胴由e融鍋出a闘yf盆冊⑱a晒鴨6ia鳴, a舶a

晦脚部抽㊧両脚r粥㊧印饉翁瞳糟竜㊤㊥輔弼の軍治胎鳴釦師⑱a門観勘ac㊧融抑制①r鑓㊧鵬,

湘南㊧許の抽繕醐程転e$緋包胴腰部帯Se鵬の,

A関繭捌き程『即⑱闘㊧醐is即の悪の輔∈油蝉軸c軸e彊鎚的胎鴫『e即のぼ紬鍋の門⑱f

輔朝の草の舗鴫ve押鳴言出融の『晦割紀母の門S a髄$軸e師の師S轟音e ge恥の胞時怨ss将門の釦門

嫡㊥朝鮮弛紬轡等病後融の総抽ey輔㊤鴫㊧輔の涌鴨a輔y,軸ic　胴鷹鋼S程師㊤S自㊤字

面縄の鰐醒胞鎌のr$騨師⑱篭岬華贈賄W楠⑱融㊧X副観鵬函調,晦「⑱門母の抑鬱㊤両脚㊤$C鋪e$

捕縄忠の融綿の帝軸$抽r昌鍋暗㊤晦$ b㊧f餅e∈鵬程師舗舶g。 We舶出t㊥軸の⑱$㊧睦e竜W㊧餉

睦鰭輔蟹輔の観観の鵜の鸞醜輔㊧宙融血相浦g盆廟の盲㊧袖観門観師y聞憾彊措毒愚直膿能面g

綿の鍋亀紹胱㊧鵬e圃場擁①げ鴫急舗呂g由鴫抽eさ肝の繕S晦の抽ers・騨㊧瞳ve 〔病㊦S鋪

輔の　胞朝　の官輔の$㊨　関南㊧踊毅郎v㊧$,豊潤専∴飛出⑱面蟹$の師ave諦昌v釧t㊥即eS㊧贈㊧

盆の鵜簿廟の円錐の白油観晒疎の彊罵摘0輔亀舶軸$音〇両Ga轟鎚韻胎Gy舗f観脱$師S$闇eo

㊤昏粥闘鶏彊瞳簿翁廟観輝鍵鰭の門輔の門盆めきt①律胎鵬融①鴨卸嶺即O軸ee総記席贈帝e㊧

繭踊摘㊧鞘の睦罵〇百台の翁感電轟観醐観音融s, W師○ $a輔の壇rg鵬⑱r謝e ①げ現時鵬t①抽㊧
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Ex書racts from B髄Chner,§ Let書ers

冊ave been studying the history of the Revolution.冊ave felt aImost crushed

by the crueI fatalism of history. I find in human nature a disgusting sameness,

and in human reIations an inexorable force’grantedto a= andyettonone. The

individua=s only foam on the wave, greatneSS mere Chance, theachievements

Of genius a mere puppet play, a ridiculous struggle against an ironねw. To

recognize it is the best one can do, tO maSter it impossibIe・ l’m no Ionger

PrePared to pay attention to history’s bystanders. I have accustomed myselfto

thesightof biood. But I am nogu紺Otine blade・ ,Necessity’is oneofthewords

Ofdamnation with which Man is baptized. Theverse`For it must needs bethat

Offences come, but woe to that man bywhom theoffencecomet旧sterrifying.

What is itin usthat油es, murders, Stea「S? I don’twishtopursuethisthoughtany

further言f onIy I could Iay this coId and tortured heart against your breast.

(to his #naceeタMima Jaeg/e, 7833)

OutwardIy両as ca而, but I had fa=en intoadeep meIancholy; l feIttrapped by

the po圃cal situation’l was ashamed to be a serf amongst serfs for the

Pleasure of a decaylng dynasty and a craw冊g aristocracy of civ= servants. I

WaS greeted in Giessen bythe mostadverse circumstances. Worryand disgust
made me紺.

(to his FamiIy, Apri/ 7834)

About the work itsel=　can te= you nothing excep=hat unfortunate

Circumstances forced me to write in under five weeks.

書’m te冊ng you this to form your op面on ofthe writer, nOt Ofthe drama itse廿

Wha= am t㊦ make of it言myselfhave no idea, l onlyknowthat I haveevery

reason to bIush in the face of曲story- Bu= consoie myse障with thethought

that’aPart from Shakeapeare, a= writers st程nd before曲sto「y and before

Nature航e schooIboys.

(to fhe critic Kar/ Gustkow, February 7835)

The aristocracy is the most disg「acefuI contempt of the Holy Spirit in Man; l

tur両s ⑱Wn WeaPOnSagainst it‥ P「ide against pride, mOCkeryagainst mockery.

(to his FamiIy, February 7834)
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Historical Background to Danton's Death: 
The Main Political Groups 

 There were no political ‘parties’ as such in the French Revolution, but rather a number 
of loose groupings, not to mention a large number not even committed to any particular 
group. In the National Convention, for example, voting patterns of the deputies, even of 
committed Jacobins or Girondists, varied considerably from issue to issue, certainly far 
more than in modern European parliaments, and there were many independent 
deputies. Though universal suffrage was proposed from time to time, voting remained 
the prerogative of men paying more than a certain level of tax, leaving all women and 
much of the working class disenfranchised. 

Royalists 

 Sought restoration of the monarchy. Never a serious threat to the Revolution in Paris, 
but the basis of counter-revolutionary movements in the Provinces, and often in 
alliance with other European powers, none of which could afford to condone the 
Revolution. The real threat posed by the Royalists was not great (they were not very 
well organized and had little money), but fear of Royalist plots was a constant factor 
in Revolutionary politics, and a useful weapon for stirring up anxiety among the 
people. Also, a convenient slur for anyone less keen on the revolution than those in 
power. 

Girondins 

 Moderate revolutionaries, with power-base in the provinces. First revolutionary 
group to hold office, with ministerial positions under the Constitutional Monarchy. 
One of two main groups in the National Convention. Many voted against execution 
of Louis XVI. Their ministers seem not to have been specially competent and their 
failure to deal adequately with the economic and military problems of France not 
only sealed their own political fate, but made it appear that any moderation was a 
threat to the Revolution. They were also unfortunate that their influence in Paris, the 
seat of the National Convention was rather slight, which meant that it was not 
difficult for the Jacobins to persuade the Paris sans-culottes to expelled from National 
Convention in Jacobin coup of June 2nd 1793, though still strong in Provinces. 

Jacobins 

 Committed revolutionaries with Paris power-base in the Jacobin Club. Mostly 
middle-class (many were lawyers) but saw their interests as identical to the 
working-classes, that is, threatened by monarchy, nobility and the concentration of 
the nation's wealth in the hands of a minority. Most extreme group apart from the 
Hébertists, voted for execution of Louis XVI. Though at first they could not be sure to 
outvote more moderate deputies in the National Convention, they managed to 



control the Committee of Public Safety from its inception in April 1793. By the end of 
1793, they had not only brought about the expulsion of the Girondins from the 
Convention, but also managed to have laws passed giving practically all executive 
power to the Committee, leading to a Jacobin dictatorship. This was effectively 
destroyed in the coup of July 1794. 

Hébertists 

 A fanatical offshoot of the Jacobins, led by Jacques Hébert, extreme radicals, very 
populist, more fanatical than the Jacobins. Never serious contenders for power, but 
had strong support among the sans-culottes, which made them a threat to the 
Jacobins. Basically anarchists: anti-Church, anti-property. Nicknamed ‘les Enragés’. 
Their execution on March 24th 1794 marks the political starting point of the play. 

Dantonists 

 This is what they are called by historians, but at the time they were called ‘les 
Indulgents’. Nor was Danton really their leader, but rather a figurehead with the 
requisite revolutionary credentials and personal charisma to carry through their 
aims. All were originally committed Jacobins — Danton, Hérault and Lacroix having 
been on the Committee of Public Safety — but as the crises of 1792/3 became less 
urgent they saw less necessity for repressive measures and proposed moderation. 
The last political group to be destroyed by the Jacobins before their own demise. 

Sans-Culottes 

 So-called because they wore long trousers rather than the knee-breeches (`culottes') 
of the wealthier classes. The grass-roots radicals of Paris and the provincial towns, 
politically aware and active. Often thought of as solidly working class, but included a 
large proportion of artisans and small shopkeepers (i.e. employers and self-employed 
rather than employees) Many were literate and, though not wealthy by any means, 
they could obviously afford to devote much of their time to political activity at a time 
when most of France was having trouble getting enough to eat. In fact, they were not 
very much more radical than the Jacobins, but had a different view of the political 
organization of the Republic: whereas the Jacobins thought power should be 
exercised by the people through representative elected assemblies, the sans-culottes 
favoured the referendum and popular insurrection as the expression of the people's 
will. Also, the Jacobins were more moderate in their actual policies than in their 
rhetoric from the sheer necessity of trying to run a country, much of which did not 
favour the very urban ideals of the sans-culottes. 

 In spite of these differences, the support of the sans-culottes was essential for any 
group trying to hold on to power. The Girondins never had this and were deposed by 
a coup d'état. The Hébertists were executed because the Jacobins saw them starting 
to gain more and more sans-culotte support, which would have meant the end of 
Jacobin ascendancy. In turn, however, the sans-culottes were often manipulated by 



those seeking power, because of their very readiness for insurrection. Organized in 
48 local Sections making up the Commune of Paris.  

Revolutionary Clubs 

 The main revolutionary clubs were political debating societies, often with a collective 
view of important issue. Many laws passed in the Convention originated in motions 
from the clubs. The most important was the Jacobin club, with a network of affiliated 
clubs throughout France. Danton and Camille started their revolutionary careers in 
the Cordelier club. There were some women's clubs. There was little scope for the 
lower working class, who could not afford the time off work to attend meetings. 

  



The French Revolution: Timeline 
1789 May 5 Meeting of Estates General to solve economic crisis 

 Jun 
  

17 
  

Commoners in Estates-General proclaim themselves the 
National Assembly, the nation’s representative body. 

 Jul 14 Storming of the Bastille. Start of the Revolution. 
 Aug 26 Declaration of Rights. 
1790 Jun 19 Abolition of Nobility. 

1791 Sep 14 Constitutional Monarchy established under Legislative 
Assembly. 

1792  Aug  10  
Storming of the Tuileries by Commune of Paris. King's Swiss 
Guard massacred. Effective overthrow of Monarchy. 

 Sep 2 Verdun falls to Prussians. Panic in Paris. 

 Sep  2–6  
September massacres: suspected Royalist prisoners massacred 
as potential 'fifth columnists' by volunteers organized by 
Danton. 

 Sep 10 Danton elected to Convention, resigns from Ministry. 
 Sep 21 First meeting of the National Convention. 
 Sep 22 Abolition of Monarchy. Republic begins. 
1793 Jan 21 Execution of Louis XVI. 

 Feb 7 Royalist and Girondin uprising against Jacobins in Lyons and 
other cities. 

 Mar 10 Revolutionary Tribunal set up by Danton. 

 Apr 
  

6 
  

Robespierre founds Committee of Public Safety. Original 
members include Danton, Lacroix, Barère, later joined by St. 
Just, Couthon, Hérault-Séchelles, Collot, Robespierre. 

 Apr 15 22 Girondins expelled from the Convention. 
 May 31 Jacobins urge anti-Girondin rising in Paris which leads to:. 

 Jun  2  
Jacobin coup: Expulsion of remaining Girondin deputies from 
Convention by sans culottes. 

 Jun  24  
Convention accepts the so called Constitution of 1793, mainly 
drawn up by Hérault Séchelles. (Never in fact operative). 

 Jul  13  
Marat assassinated by Charlotte Corday. Sans culotte uprising, 
instigated by Hébertists, to force Convention to take economic 
measures. 

 Sep  6  
Henceforth Committee of Public Safety nominates own 
members and thus no longer subject to Convention. 



 Oct 9 Republican forces under General Ronsin recapture Lyons. 
 Oct 10 Revolutionary Government decreed by Convention. 
 Oct 16 Marie Antoinette executed. 
 Oct 31 22 Girondins executed. 

 Dec  4  
All authorities subordinated by law to Committee of Public 
Safety, which thereby legally takes over from Convention as 
highest authority. 

 Dec 5 Camille Desmoulins publishes first edition of Le Vieux Cordelier. 
1794 Mar 14–16 Hébert and Hérault arrested. 
 Mar 24 Execution of Hébert and followers. 
 Mar 29 Last meeting of Danton and Robespierre. [Act 1] 
 Mar 30 The combined Committees agree to Danton's arrest. 
 Mar 30 Danton hears of intended arrest but decides not to flee. [Act 2] 
 Mar 30/31 Arrest of Danton and followers during night. [Act 2] 
 Mar 31 Convention notified of Danton's arrest. [Act 2] 
 Mar 31 Danton taken to Luxembourg prison. [Act 3] 
 Apr 2 First Hearing in Revolutionary Tribunal. [Act 3] 
 Apr 2 Danton transferred to Conciergerie prison. [Act 3] 
 Apr 3 Second Hearing. 
 Apr 4 Prison plot uncovered. [Act 3] 
 Apr 5 Third Hearing (early morning). [Act 4] 
 Apr 5 Danton and followers guillotined (dusk). [Act 4] 

 Apr 
  

13 
  

Executions of Lucile Desmoulins, General Dillon, and Hébert's 
widow, all convicted of conspiracy. 

 Jul 27 Anti-Jacobin coup. Robespierre arrested. 
 Jul 28 Robespierre guillotined, along with St. Just, Couthon and others. 

 Jul 29 71 Robespierrists executed (largest mass execution). End of 
Terror. 

 Nov 12 Jacobin Club closed. 
1795 Apr  Deportation of Barère, Billaud & Collot ordered. 
 May 7 Fouquier and Herman executed. 
 May 31 Revolutionary Tribunal abolished. 
 Oct 7 Rule of Directory begins. 
1799 Nov 10 Bonaparte deposes Directory in coup d'état. 
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